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the mother-in-law and daughter-in-law is found,
together with the same preference for the up-hiS type
of cross-cousin marriage.1

The economic burden of girl children has led to a
high rate of female infanticide. This I have already
shown in the previous section. The sex ratio which
results actually makes it difficult for poorer boys to
get a mate. If we take 16 as the lower age limit for
marriage, we find that there are 128 marriageable
men, or 25 per cent, of the total, who are still single.
On the other hand there are only 29 women above
16, or 8 per cent, of the total, who are unmarried.
Not a single woman above 25 is a spinster. But
there are still 43 bachelors above 25.

The unbalanced sex ratio also affects the age differ-
ence between husband and wife. The average differ-
ence is as seen in 294 cases 4*9 years while the husbands
are older than wives by an average of 3-65 years. We
must remember that very young wives are not looked
upon with favour, because they are unable to perform
their share of the labour of the household. There are
many cases where the wife is older than the husband-
Indeed in one case the wife was eleven years older
than her husband*

I must add that the figures given above were confined
to this village ; but marriage is, in most cases, inter-
village. Thus, I am assuming a similarity of conditions
in other villages. Such an assumption is justified by
the fact that the marriage area is identical with the
industrial area, and that the silk industry in this area
makes identical demands upon girls. In the town
conditions are different. The sex ratio in the town is

1 Lin Yueh-hwa, Clan ViUage in Foochow, unpublished monography,
Yenching University (in Chinese), also Kulp II, Country Life in South
China, p. 167-168.